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SERMON NOTES

October 7, 2007
THE MIND OF GOD IN THE QUESTIONS OF JESUS:

WHOSE PORTRAIT IS THIS?

Luke 20:20-26

The question the Pharisees asked Jesus was a loaded political question.  The Jews hoped Jesus would say that their highest loyalty was to Rome thereby branding him a heretic.  To pay taxes to Caesar was like paying tribute to a heathen god.  If Jesus said their highest loyalty was to God then these leaders would charge Jesus with sedition.

Jesus turned the question on them by asking, “Whose portrait and inscription are on it?”  Whose currency is it?  Who will accept it?  By having the Pharisees produce a coin, he was getting them to admit to the power of Rome over them.  It was a call for a reevaluation of the meaning of life.  Jesus came to wean people away from the spirit of power and awaken them to the power of the Spirit.

The Christian has a higher loyalty: “Then give to Caesar what is Caesar’s, and to God what is God’s.”  We live in the world but are not of the world.  Our citizenship is in heaven.

I.  WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO ____________________ TO CAESAR WHAT IS CAESAR’S?

II.  WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO GIVE TO ____________________ WHAT IS GOD’S?

Give to Caesar what is Caesar’s and to God what is God’s.  In the Christian’s life, God has the last word.  By serving God FAITHFULLY, the Christian can more EFFECTIVELY serve the State.  Serving God FAITHFULLY begins by taking that step of faith which leads one to eternal life.  HAVE YOU TAKEN THAT STEP OF FAITH YET?

                                                      



     ~ Dr. Phil Lineberger
