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THE MIND OF GOD IN THE QUESTIONS OF JESUS:

WHY HAVE YOU FORSAKEN ME?

Matthew 27:45-46

HAD GOD TRULY FORSAKEN JESUS OR WAS JESUS SIMPLY FEELING FORSAKEN?  ISN’T GOD SUPPOSED TO ALWAYS BE WITH US AND NEVER ABANDON US?  WHY WOULD GOD ABANDON US?  IS IT POSSIBLE FOR GOD TO ABANDON A CHRISTIAN SINCE THE HOLY SPIRIT DWELLS WITHIN US AND HE IS THE ETERNAL PRESENCE OF JESUS?  I Peter 1:1-9; Ephesians 1:13-14

Theologians have wrestled with this event and THIS QUESTION since the day it was uttered.  Some say that God had to turn his back on JESUS because JESUS was taking our sins on Himself on this cross and God could not look upon sin - 2 Corinthians 5:21.  A second explanation is that Jesus was experiencing in human form what many people experience in life - a bitter tragedy that makes one feel that God has forgotten them.  It could be a tragedy beyond their understanding and they simply feel abandoned by God and God’s goodness.

HOW DOES THIS QUESTION OF JESUS HELP US UNDERSTAND THE MIND OF GOD?

I.  ____________________ CAN CAUSE US TO FEEL FORSAKEN BY GOD

II.  ____________________ CAN CAUSE US TO FEEL FORSAKEN BY GOD

III.  WHAT DO WE DO WHEN WE EXPERIENCE THIS _________________________?

The lowest point in life may be where you find yourself today.  All your illusions have been stripped away by suffering, failures or hardships.  That’s where the grace of God in Jesus Christ comes to give us strength to continue through to victory!

Scottish preacher James Stewart once described our lives like this:  “It is when you have sunk right down to rock bottom that you suddenly find you have struck the ROCK OF AGES.”

                          


                                 ~ Dr. Phil Lineberger

