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THE MIND OF GOD IN THE QUESTIONS OF JESUS:

WHICH IS LAWFUL ON THE SABBATH?

Mark 2:23-3:6

The Pharisees were a group of Jewish scholars who were experts in the Law of Moses.  In some ways they were the best people in Israel.  Following God’s commands was the FOCUS of their lives.  There was nothing wrong with that.  But somewhere along the way, the Pharisees seemed to miss the point.  In their desperate desire to obey God’s laws, they began adding more and more rules.  Soon, the Pharisees had compiled more than fifty volumes of rules and laws that a Jew must follow to be considered righteous.  AND THERE WERE SOME SIGNIFICANT DIFFERENCES BETWEEN HOW THE PHARISEES VIEWED THE LIFE OF FAITH AND HOW JESUS VIEWED THE LIFE OF FAITH.  Jesus dealt with these differences by redefining good and evil, by elevating compassion over tradition, and by changing the focus from rules to relationships.

In the incident before us today, Jesus asked them, “Which is lawful on the Sabbath: to do good or to do evil, to save life or to kill?”
I.  JESUS _________________________ GOOD AND EVIL

II.  JESUS _________________________ COMPASSION OVER TRADITION

III.  JESUS CHANGES THE ____________________ FROM RULES TO RELATIONSHIPS

Jesus was more interested in the needs of humanity than religious laws or traditions.  In healing the man on the Sabbath Day, Jesus was setting people free from religious constraints designed to control human behavior.  He was giving us an example for doing good, for showing compassion, and for focusing on the right things.

                                             


              ~ Dr. Phil Lineberger
