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CONNECTING PEOPLE WITH THE WORLD: GIVING BEYOND OUR ABILITY

2 Corinthians 8:1-7

The striking truth in this passage is that these people gave beyond their ability (vs. 3).  Their ability was impacted by two things: “the most severe trial” (vs. 2) and “their extreme poverty” (vs. 2).  “The most severe trial” was the suffering they were enduring because of their faith in Jesus Christ.  Many were losing family, friends, jobs, etc.   “Their extreme poverty” came from their persecution.  These two things are enough to keep most people from giving anything.  In most cases these people would be receiving from others rather than giving to others, but not so with these Macedonians.  Their “severe trial” resulted in an abundance of joy and their “extreme poverty” resulted in overflowing generosity.  What caused them to have their eyes on the needs of others rather than on their own needs?

I.  THEY HAD GIVEN ___________________________ TO GOD

II.  THEY HAD GIVEN THEMSELVES TO GOD’S _______________

Paul encourages the Corinthians to EXCEL IN THIS GRACE OF GIVING.  We can only EXCEL IN THIS GRACE OF GIVING as we give OURSELVES FULLY TO JESUS CHRIST AND FULLY TO HIS WILL FOR US AND OUR WORLD.  BY CONNECTING WITH JESUS WE CAN CONNECT WITH HIS PURPOSES FOR HIS WORLD.

                                                   


       ~ Dr. Phil Lineberger
