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CONNECTING WITH THE FAMILY: SETTING A GOOD EXAMPLE

John 13:1-17

ONE THING JESUS DID FOR HIS DISCIPLES WAS TO SET THEM AN EXAMPLE TO FOLLOW!  In fact, this is the only place in the New Testament where Jesus told His disciples specifically that He had given them an example to follow. 

13:15 - “hupodeigma” - example, pattern, copy, illustration; commonly used in papyri for “illustration”.

What was the EXAMPLE Jesus set for his disciples?  Was Jesus instituting a new practice for Christians?  The word, “I have set you an example that you should do as I have done” (kathos=in the same manner, not the same identical thing).  It was the example of SERVICE.  His example was that of the more powerful to the less powerful.

I.  JESUS SETS AN EXAMPLE FOR THE ______________________

II.  JESUS SETS AN EXAMPLE OF ______________________

III.  JESUS SETS AN EXAMPLE FOR ______________________

All of us set examples, some deliberately and some accidentally, some good and some bad.  The examples we set in the family often become guiding principles for family members, especially children.  By following Jesus’ example of humble service, we can bring blessing to our own lives and to the lives of our family members.  Humble service is a choice we make daily.  It is not something Jesus forces upon us.  CHOOSE WISELY!

                                        


                  ~ Dr. Phil Lineberger
