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WHOSE IMAGE IS IT?

Mark 12:13-17

As we celebrate our 232nd year as a nation, Christians in America find that we have a serious image problem.  A recent book, unchristian, by Barna pollster David Kinnaman and Gabe Lyons, reveals much about how the younger generation views Christianity.  An overwhelming majority see Christians as hypocritical, judgmental, too focused on the afterlife, and too POLITICAL in the worst sense of that word.

Other studies show that when people are asked what they think about Jesus, they say that he was compassionate, loving, caring, and that he hung out with sinners and the poor and He was a peacemaker.  THOSE SURVEYED THINK THAT THE FOLLOWERS OF JESUS SHOULD STAND FOR THE SAME THINGS JESUS STOOD FOR.  IT’S TIME TO CHANGE OUR IMAGE.

I.  THE _________________________ PROBLEM IN JESUS’ DAY

II.  HOW SHOULD WE ____________________ WITH THE IMAGE PROBLEM TODAY?

III.  HOW DO WE AFFIRM THE ____________________ OF CAESAR AND THE RIGHTS OF GOD?

Jim Wallis wrote, “God is not a Republican or a Democrat and that is a good thing.  Committed Christians will be, and should be on both sides of the political aisle.  Indeed, people of faith should never be in any party’s or candidate’s pocket and should, ideally, be the ULTIMATE SWING VOTE BECAUSE OF THEIR MORAL INDEPENDENCE FROM PARTISAN POLITICS.  ‘Left’ and ‘Right’ are not religious categories, and people of faith should define themselves in moral terms, not partisan predictability.” 






~ Dr. Phil Lineberger
